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Traits Teachers 
VIOLA BELL 
Directed Earl Anderson 


success teacher determined the traits she 

has and the traits she does not have. Teachers and those 

who train them should receive considerable help from 
knowing some the traits unusually successful teachers and 
those who have failed the profession. Many mistakes 
omission and commission may avoided sincere teachers are 
aware the values and dangers certain traits. Clearly, the 
way find out what teachers fail which promotes 
endangers teaching success ask those who are the final 
judges, the school administrators. 

Seventeen experienced superintendents schools enrolled 
school-administration courses Ohio State University the 
summer 1931 were each asked during interview describe 
the best teacher and the poorest teacher that had been under his 
supervision. The approach each interview was made some- 
what follows: 


especially interested learning two teachers whom you have 
had during your years administration. One these the best teacher 
and the other the poorest failing teacher your experience. 
describing these two, will you please list what each did and did not do, 
which made for success failure? specific, mention trait actions 
rather than merely the traits. 


The superintendent generally began describing the best 
teacher first. When paused, questions were asked about 
items had mentioned for further data round out the 
case study. Several interviewees asked for list traits 
check. The superintendents, however, probably would have 
been influenced the items the check list. 
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TABLE 


SUPERINTENDENTS SCHOOLS 


TRAITS 


Present Lacking Present Lacking 


Personal Qualities: 


Self-control, even temper, poise............ 
II. Professional Qualities: 
III. Classroom Management: 
IV. Class Procedure: 
Pupil Responses: 
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TABLE [Continued] 


Interest 
Evidence participation 
General achievement 


VI. Adaptability community: 
Participation community activities 
Ability gain good will community 
Attendance, school activities 


The traits the good teachers mentioned these superin- 
tendents were organized into two columns under the headings 
“Present” and “Lacking.” Those the poor teachers were 
listed the same manner. These were put the order given 
each superintendent, showing the apparent importance 
each item him. The interviews varied length well 
amplification points stressed. Some superintendents gave 
many details, while others dealt only with general qualities. 
Several high points noticed were: marriage seemed have 
ill effect upon the teaching performance, half the best 
teachers and two the failing teachers being married; teach- 
ing experience, little much, was not preventive failure 
indicative success for thirteen each group were experienced. 

The thirty-four case studies were analyzed means 
trait form adapted from the Commonwealth eacher-T raining 
Study and teaching records the Ohio State University Ap- 
pointments Division. This analysis given Table From 
the reports appears that superintendents think good teach- 
ers terms positive qualities and poor teachers terms 
the lack them. For example, Table shows that the traits 
mentioned possessed the good teachers were more numer- 
ous than those mentioned characteristic the poor ones. 
the superintendents had set certain positive desirable 
characteristics for good teachers and had checked all teachers 
the basis having such qualities not having them. 

For the best teachers, traits were mentioned more 
times and not one trait mentioned lacking had frequency 
beyond two. From the trait here mentioned would ap- 
pear that the unusualiy efficient teacher strong personal 
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qualities, self-control, poise, and even temper. The admin- 
istrators were conscious the discretion, tactfulness, refine- 
ment, and high sense values present their good 
Some notice was given the use leisure time but more 
their professional qualities. All but one superintendent men- 
tioned the decided interest the pupils. This, course, led 
their understanding the adolescent’s problems and sharing 
his extra-curricular affairs. The best teachers, too, attained 
the good will the community participating attending 
community and school activities. They also integrated their 
subject-matter and method well, gave evidence professional 
growth, had fine relationships with their colleagues, and paid 
strict attention their own business. These outstanding teach- 
ers had ability get the co-operation their students; that is, 
disciplinary problems were not present. Other things which the 
good teachers include the wise use supplementary mate- 
rials, skill giving assignments and directing pupils’ study. 
They take great care their preparation for classroom work. 

Whole-hearted response pupils was strongly emphasized. 
This was manifested the high level pupil achievement, the 
evidences effective pupil participation, and great interest 
school work. Examples given follow: 


the pupils desire know.” 

“In geometry she had projects showing different church win- 
dows from designs built geometric lines. The exhibit resulting 
gave first place boy who had been previously indifferent.” 

petitions students she taught further elective courses 
mathematics.” 

“In one year the pupils read 300 supplementary books from 
the public library.” 


poor teachers stood out primarily not what they did, 

but what they did not do. Thus, more than three- 
fourths the poor teachers were wanting good judgment 
and practical intelligence. Weaknesses often listed were lack 
tact and self-control, inability interest pupils and get 
them attend their lessons behave. The good will 
the patrons was not gained because these teachers were unable 
unwilling abide the ideals the community. Seven 
traits were listed lacking nine superintendents, while only 
one was listed present the same number. This trait was 
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knowledge subject-matter. This knowledge, however, was 
apparently not utilized effectively, judging from the total 
failure get adequate pupil response. Subject-matter this 
group was not yet meaningful, resulting poor classroom con- 
trol, for discipline largely effect and not cause. Lack 
facility the use the subject-matter may have been con- 
tributory failing teachers’ difficulties. Class procedure and 
pupils’ responses showed again that teacher’s inability brings 
unfortunate results. general, there was more scatter 
trait actions the failing group than the successful teachers. 

The weaknesses the failing teachers seemed center 
around bungling attempts use advised techniques; lack 
professional conscience; poor judgment personal relation- 
ships with pupils, teachers, and patrons; inability see relative 
values; and emotional immaturity. Comments showing these 
weaknesses are follows: 


“Publicly branded previous orchestra music trash.” 

too much class about her own experiences.” 

“Forgot her school work immediately after close school.” 

“Voice antagonized students that they would ask trans- 
ferred other rooms.” 

“She was thoroughly sold the ideal pupil activity but 


wholly misconstrued its meaning until the room degenerated into 
bedlam. 


“He had brilliant mind, and expected pupils perfect.” 

“She acted too much like students and lost their respect. Had 
dates with high-school boys.” 

“Considered pupils hopeless ‘dumb-bells.’ 


with pupils, thought thus popularize herself, but 
lost their respect.” 


traits such attractive personal appearance and hon- 
esty seemed taken for granted superintendents. General 
scholarship, which much heard college halls, was directly 
noted few. Industry did not receive the emphasis that one 
would expect, and resourcefulness such was given little 
attention. This latter quality, however, stands out indirectly 
many the traits mentioned. Superintendents were little mind- 
ful voice and mannerisms. Over and over again the writer 
was impressed with the halo effect the successful teacher and 
the general misfitness the failing one. 

What superintendents think first discussing what 
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teacher does? the failing group, only her professional and 
personal qualities were emphasized; that is, “had irritable 
temperament,” “maintained militaristic system.” For her sins 
omission, classroom management and personal qualities ap- 
peared first the “lacking” column. “Absolutely tact,” 
“no conception punctuality,” and “no discipline out 
the school” were recorded, the last especially. The profes- 
sional qualities the best teachers, wit, “interest their 
pupils” and “great love for teaching,” were frequently empha- 
sized. “Did not have trouble with discipline” and “did not 
gossip” were phrases used again and again the interviewees. 

the close the interview, the superintendents were 
asked what they knew the teachers’ home backgrounds. 
Wholesome, happy, interested education, well-adjusted and 
congenial were characteristics the best teacher’s environment. 
Among the failing teachers, queer, much quarreling, intem- 
perance, immoral parents, and poor health were the terms 
applied, though three the homes the life was quite con- 
genial. Several superintendents were much concerned about 
prospective teacher’s early home life. The ideal home would, 
according them, one several children, providing teachers 
emotionally stable, cultured, happy, community-minded yet not 


butterfly types. This teacher would like people and have had 
some leadership. One superintendent thought broken home 
made teacher stronger, while another deplored the adverse 
mental attitude which may developed the growing child. 


traits listed are the judgments school administrators 

based upon observations teachers and influenced atti- 
tudes pupils, patrons, and other teachers. some cases the 
real classroom efficiency may have been misjudged due 
unusual personal social qualities the teacher. They also 
have been colored the individual superintendent’s own ideas 
what superior teacher and failing one. two 
superintendents would probably exactly agree who the 
best teacher, what should her traits. They do, 
however, definitely agree regarding many the desirable and 
undesirable traits teachers. These should use those 
training teachers and teachers training, because many 
the characteristics and actions successful teachers can 
developed. [Vol. XI, No. 11] 


Making Co-operative Test 
Service Effective 


ap- RALPH TYLER 

ct » 

HERE danger that the value standardized tests will 
fes- lost. Their development during the past thirty years 
heir has offered opportunity for teachers use tests more 
carefully prepared than the typical examination. Standardized 

not tests have been given extensive trial that many ambiguities 
and extraneous difficulties are removed. They can more 
vere accurately scored and represent wider range content than 
the usual examination, and norms are provided that the 
and results obtained particular class may compared with those 
ent. other classes and other schools. Notwithstanding these 
em- characteristics, there are developments which threaten cancel 
rms the values gained from the use standardized tests. 

con- Persistent attempts are made construct one standardized 
test cover entire course entire subject. Exceptions 
this method are the tests arithmetic, reading, and language; 
hers but the content subjects high school and college, single 
not test often made cover entire course. The author con- 
had structing such examination determining not only the 
ome particular objectives measured the test, but also the 
relative emphasis assigned each these objectives. 
hild. Consider, for example, some commonly used standardized test 

American history. The author selects the items cover each 

ators the important aspects the test, and sets certain relative 
value them. Every teacher using this test evaluating his 
the instruction instrument which measures each pupil’s 
achievement terms the emphasis judged important the 
also author the test. From institution institution and from 
ideas teacher teacher, find differences the relative importance 
two attached the various objectives reached through 
the instruction any subject. This especially true high school 
do, and college, and natural result, find many teachers and 
and administrators becoming critical standardized tests. They 
those make such comments as: “This does not measure the objectives 
are trying attain our classes,” “This test mainly 
measures information, whereas place major emphasis upon 
No. 11] interpretation facts and upon attitudes.” Such criticism 
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often sound. Tests constructed this way and used they 
have been the past may place “strait-jacket” upon edu- 
cation. Legitimate differences the emphasis placed upon the 
various goals reached any school subject are 
expected with variations environment, types pupils, and 
philosophy education. single test can equally 
valid measure instruction for every school the country 
even for every school single state. 

the other hand, would unfortunate every teacher 
the state country could depend only upon examinations 
tests which has constructed. Few teachers have the time 
develop the refined measuring instruments necessary make 
exact evaluation the results instruction. Few institu- 
tions can afford the cost special agencies devoting their time 
the construction improved examinations. Much the 
promise better tests disappears complete reliance placed 
upon examinations constructed the individual teacher 
institution. There equally small promise better tests the 
objectives measured and the emphasis placed upon 
each objective are decided maker standardized tests who 
makes provision for the variations among institutions and 
instructors. 

The choice opinion not limited these two possi- 
bilities. co-operative program test construction can 
developed which provides for the differences the objectives 
emphasized different instructors and institutions and the 
same time contains the advantages the standardized test. This 
program based upon the conception examination not 
the device for measuring the subject, but instrument for 
measuring one the objectives attained the subject. 
adequate measurement results reached teaching the 
subject would require series examinations testing each 
the important objectives set for this subject. Thus, one exam- 
ination zodlogy not enough, but series devices are 
needed for measuring such important objectives the ability 
draw reasonable generalizations from the data experi- 
ments; the ability propose experiments test hypotheses; 
the ability apply important principles new situ- 
ations; the memory the important facts, terms, and principles 
zodlogy; and the like. When examinations are conceived 
this way, possible devise measure important 
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objective zodlogy which may used widely throughout the 
country, for wherever there divergency opinion the 
importance this objective can given different weight. 
comprehensive examination under such plan would consist 
series tests measuring the objectives considered impor- 
tant the institution question. The results each these 
tests would then weighted accordance with the judgment 
the institution the relative emphasis placed upon 
each objective. 

Furthermore, when institution can determine the relative 
value assigned various objectives, can then interpret 
the results its own teaching the light pupils’ attainment 
these fundamental objectives. This procedure also provides 
diagnostic instrument which can used guide remedial 
teaching. The development tests measure the attainment 
the various specific objectives reduces the possibility the 
serious neglect the fundamental ones particular 
instructor. 

The advantage this procedure lies the fact that 
device for measuring particular objective can worked out 
carefully, can given thorough trial, and can used widely 
among many institutions that classes may compared 
with each other. Each instructor using the device, however, 
may interpret the measurement the light the emphasis 
places upon that objective. The possibilities this plan may 
illustrated with the subject college 


will necessary develop devices for measuring the 
attainment each the objectives considered important 
many teachers zodlogy. The first step co-operative test 
project this subject will make survey the objectives 
which need measured. Such survey will give list 
objectives which would include the following: 


memory important zodlogical information 
understanding the common technical terms zodlogy 
ability draw reasonable generalizations from experimental data 


used for illustration because the plan described being followed 
tonstructing high-school and college tests botany, chemistry, and zodlogy. This 
part the work the Co-operative Test Service the American Council Education. 
Teachers interested trying out tentative forms tests these fields are urged 
write the author. 
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ability plan experiments which test hypotheses 
ability apply principles concrete situations 
Accuracy observation 

Skill use the microscope and other essential tools 

ability express effectively ideas relating 


apparent that these eight objectives are measured sepa- 
rately shall need many tests devices. Furthermore, 
because possibly wide differences opinion shall need 
break certain these objectives into more specific goals 
tested. The first and second objectives above will need 
subdivided. Some instructors zodlogy place great deal 
emphasis upon information about the morphology certain 
type forms animals. Others are more concerned with the 
student’s knowledge animal physiology. Still others empha- 
size facts dealing with the classification animals, while others 
may emphasize cytology and histology, heredity, evolution, 
ecology and distribution, and the history and scope 
have wide use tests zodlogy which measure the two 
objectives, memory important information and understand- 
ing technical terms, must subdivided into these eight parts. 
When this done instructors who consider information about 
morphology especially important may weight the score accord- 
ingly since measured separately from information about 
animal physiology, about the classification animals, about 
any these other aspects. Obviously, then, every objective 
must analyzed point where there little difference 
opinion regarding the importance outcomes classified under 
the specific objective. 

This survey the objectives reveals the types student 
behavior for which separate measuring devices must de- 
veloped. The next step construct and perfect devices for 
measuring each the desired outcomes the course. This 
the point which the importance co-operative effort becomes 
apparent. construct valid and accurate device for meas- 
uring each dozen more objectives requires the efforts 
more than one person. man may found, however, who 
especially interested devising means for measuring the stu- 
dent’s ability draw generalizations from experimental data. 
Another may willing assume responsibility for developing 


These objectives are discussed greater length the following article, Tyler, 
(November 19, 1930), pp. 
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procedures for testing the student’s ability apply principles 
concrete situations. Still another may eager construct tests 
for measuring the information which student possesses about 
morphology, and another may willing make examina- 
tion test the facts heredity. possible this way get 
the concerted efforts large number interested persons 
developing examinations which may used widely spite 


differences the emphasis placed upon various objectives 
the course. 


plan provides another advantage not ordinarily ob- 
tained the typical standardized test. Since co-op- 
erative enterprise, the burden resting upon any individual not 
heavy but that program continuous test construction and 
improvement may provided. One man the field 
zodlogy has been assuming responsibility for selecting materials 
measure the application principles. keep this 
continuous basis has agreed spend few hours each week 
searching the literature for new principles which may 
developed from time time and for new applications these 
principles. After these have been submitted representative 
zodlogists for criticism they will form the basic material for the 
new tests constructed each year measure the student’s 
ability apply principles concrete situations. Because new 
tests are continually prepared they can used test the stu- 
dent’s ability apply principles new situations. second 
man responsible for going through the reports current 
research zodlogy and making record those experiments 
with which elementary students are not familiar but which they 
might expected interpret. has agreed carry this 
year after year provide materials for new examinations 
each year which measure the student’s ability draw generali- 
zations from the data new experiments. Since this provides 
experiments which are really new the student, they can 
used measure his ability interpret new experiments rather 
than test his memory the interpretation someone else has 
made old experiment. third man responsible for 
selecting the facts which are discovered from year year with 
reference animal physiology. After this material has been 
criticized will form the basis for continually improved exami- 
nations covering the student’s information about physiology. 
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DESCRIPTION this plan should indicate its advantages. 

long attempt measure all the outcomes 
the subject one examination which gives one score for the 
pupil’s achievement, are likely place “strait-jacket” 
upon education. soon separate the objectives about 
which there difference opinion and measure each these 
separately possible develop examinations which can 
used widely without solidifying educational procedures. also 
makes possible obtain the assistance necessary develop 
valid and exact instrument for measuring particular objective. 
Perhaps analogy may drawn between educational meas- 
urement and the measurements made medical diagnosis. 
long attempt was made evaluate health single 
rating which covered the various aspects health one judg- 
ment, little progress could made refining medical meas- 
urements. Now, however, possible make separate 
measurement temperature means accurate thermom- 
eters, measure blood pressure means carefully con- 
structed instruments, measure pulse rate separately, and 
make such other measurements have developed the field 
medical diagnosis. The validity and refinement these 
instruments not prevent physicians from interpreting the 
measurements different ways. Some physicians place great 
emphasis upon temperature, others may attach greater impor- 
tance blood pressure, others pulse rate, but, regardless 
the difference relative importance, medical science able 
use the same instruments for making its diagnosis. 

are have valid, accurate, and carefully constructed 
instruments for measuring the results teaching, requires 
the efforts many people and the opportunity for trial and 
revision. These are only possible when such instruments are 
used widely. Such program cannot succeed, when have 
widely divergent opinions about objectives, unless each objec- 
tive measured separately that many institutions can use the 
same instrument even though they interpret the results 
different ways. [Vol. XI, No. 11] 


The Curriculum and the Community 
EDGAR DALE 


FEW years ago the civic officials Rochester, New York, 
became disturbed over the large and apparently unabat- 
able fire losses their city. The annual fire-prevention 

campaign had apparently been ineffective. The officials studied 
the situation thoroughly and concluded that revision the 
fire-prevention program was imperative. The first step that 
revision was the construction spot map the city indi- 
cate where fires occurred most frequently. This map disclosed 
that the increase fire losses was not general throughout the 
city but was concentrated few districts. educational 
program was formulated specifically for the inhabitants the 
worst fire areas. The city fire inspectors focused their work 
these points. The aid number community agencies also 
was enlisted carrying out this educational program. The 
happy ending this story the statement the success 
the venture and the utilization this technique fire preven- 
tion other large cities the United States. 

This striking example bit civic education and 
points this moral: the attainment educational objectives 
conditioned large measure the adequacy the evidence 
which educators have concerning the nature and location 
deficiencies, and their ability formulate remedial programs 
which enlist all the wholesome educational influences com- 
munity. Such application, however, simple task and 
depends some measure upon more elaborate community 
sociological research than now exists. get hint such 
research the work the Lynds reported Middletown. 
Clifford has skillfully charted the delinquency areas 
the city Chicago and has discovered: 


First, that there are marked variations the rate school truants, 
juvenile delinquents, and adult criminals between areas Chicago. 

second major finding that rates truancy, delinquency, and 
adult crime tend vary inversely proportion the distance from 
the center the city. general the nearer the center the city 
given locality is, the higher will its rates delinquency and crime. 


*Shaw, Clifford Delinguency Areas; Study the Geographic Distribution 
School Truants, Juvenile Delinquents, and Adult Offenders Chicago. Chicago: Univer- 
sity Chicago Press, 1929. pp. 198, 202, and 203. (Behavior Research Monographs) 
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[third] important finding that the difference rates truancy, 
delinquency, and crime reflect differences community backgrounds, 
High rates occur the areas which are characterized physical deteri- 
oration and declining populations. 

York City, the aim which was the charting all the behav- 
ior-producing mechanisms impinging upon individuals this 
area, will give many hints desirable methods for remedia- 
tion existing deficiencies. 

not possible carry out such complete studies every 
community. must pointed out, however, that the teachers 
and administrative officers who know the deficiencies their 
community and recognize the social forces operating therein 
can plan their curriculums far more intelligently than those 
who have not given the time and effort this research. 
cannot pointed out too strongly, however, that these activi- 
ties must not considered the function the school alone. 
Everyone the community ought share the responsibility 
searching for the deficiencies and developing the necessary 
educational program remedy them. The school curriculums, 
then, will integrated with the total educational work the 
community and all will have common goals. The school will 
fulfill its unique function the liaison and co-ordinating agency 
all the educational forces the community. 

This utopian scheme looking well paper but imprac- 
tical execution. Nearly every community has group 
agencies which have individual programs somewhat like the one 
mentioned the preceding paragraph. The literature club may 
have taken upon itself the responsibility for developing higher 
quality reading tastes the community. The luncheon club 
has noted the lack life-career motive the lives the 
high-school boys and girls and has attempted set pro- 
gram vocational guidance. The interracial club has worked 
hard promote better race relations. The garden club deserves 
commendation for its program city beautification. And yet— 
something lacking. The multiplicity such clubs and the 
heterogeneity their purposes often results poor co-ordi- 
nation effort. There need for the development unified 
and shared programs community growth. Everyone the 
community, man and woman, boy and girl, ought partici- 
pating the vision enlightened program recreational 
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development, sharing the joy that comes working toward 
acommon goal. The efforts the entire group must con- 
centrated program training tastes literature which 
lifts its members above and beyond the vicious influence 
trashy books and magazines. City beautification must the re- 
sponsibility not single organization, but the community. 


program the field reading might developed 
somewhat the following fashion. The first step would 
formulate the desirable goals this subject and then 
determine the extent which the community has already 
reached these goals. Every child the school should given 
much responsibility the formulation this program 
his training and maturity permit. Such problem brings the 
child and youth face face with desirable standards the 
field literature and makes him cognizant the fact that 
every person community can contributor the common 
good. The fourth-grade child may able contribute list 
the best books ever read, and also diary his reading 
activities. High-school Seniors will have study thoroughly 
the available literature reading. They may discover that the 
seventeenth chapter Middletown will give them good deal 
light the function reading community. Some will 
turn the first part the Twenty-fourth earbook the Na- 
tional Society for the Study Education for further infor- 
mation the nature reading and desirable objectives this 
field. The studies Tyler and Waples What People Want 
Read About must not neglected. 

Concurrently with these studies school pupils, meetings 
will held those persons who bear the chief responsibility 
the community for the development, enrichment, and refine- 
ment reading tastes. This group co-operation with the 
schools will now formulate statement community objectives 
the field reading, take such steps locate deficiencies 
are necessary, and finally develop remedial program. In- 
cluded such formulation should statement methods 
evaluating the success the project. The sharing sug- 
gested set clear-cut goals like the following and the labor 
necessary reach them would have significant effects the 
quality living any community: 

The building the needed library annex 1935 
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fifty-per-cent increase subscriptions Harpers 1934 

The immediate opening small branch libraries the five 
factories the city 

Preparation printed pamphlet for parents suggesting 
desirable books and magazines for birthday and Christmas 
gifts 

Decreasing the news-stand sale trashy magazines fifty 
per cent two years 

The immediate organization number discussion groups 
which will make extensive use the greatly enlarged section 
the library dealing with current economic and political 
problems 

The responsibility the school for the linking and co-ordi- 

nation these efforts heavy, yet one that full challenge. 

grasp the opportunity and make yield rich returns the 

best way convincing our patrons that the school people feel 

that the quality living community the only satisfactory 

standard for judging the effectiveness school work. 

[Vol. XI, No. 11] 


The Commercial Education Survey Tests typewriting 
prepared Jane Clem for the Wisconsin State-Wide Com- 
mercial Education Survey the spring 1930 are now pub- 
lished the Public School Publishing Company. Two separate 
tests have been devised; one for first-year typewriting students 
and another for second-year typewriting students. Most the 
words the stroking tests were selected from the Horne list 
one thousand commonest words. The test consists other parts 
devised measure the achievement the students other 
objectives, such the following instructions, the placement 
material, and the knowledge the typewriter. Norms 
terms median scores are given for each part each test. The 
International Typewriting Rules are used scoring the strok- 
ing tests. These tests are value commercial teachers since 
other objectives besides speed and accuracy typewriting can 
measured. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


Yes, but 


acme futility the man whose total reaction 

others’ plans and projects the finding objections 

and weaknesses. When conferring with those eager 
formulate new plans, has constructive suggestions make; 
his uniform reaction search for the holes. punctures 
ideas, but has alternative suggestion contribute. 

some cases keen critic gone wrong. Useful his 
place, scrutinizes and probes. For those with faith their 
ideas, arouses deeper and more purposeful thought, but for 
those searching for idea sterile source aid. Sur- 
rounded group such people assembled conference 
leader helpless—no ideas from the conferees and support 
for his ideas. 

Sometimes the objector less wise critic than timid 
agent. His mind may not keen, and what lacks wit 
may compensated for caution. may afraid because 
fears adventure, his objection may grow from preference 
for the comforts the customary over the irritations change. 
Being unwilling change, may rationalize his inertia 
picking flaws novel action. 

the thinker such person has some value for may 
induce conflicts from which rise problems and the desire 
search for solutions; also may act constant source dis- 
couragement those anxious for action. This critic-objector 
destroys group morale, impedes action, acts four-wheel 
brake the car progress which, like all brakes, has its uses 
occasions, but provides neither direction nor power. 

the other hand, one the most stimulating men the 
writer knows does not react with “But.” His first reaction 
idea open-minded friendliness. picks up, plays with it, 
appreciative, explores it, brings out applications which the 
originator had not thought. The idea grows before its sponsor’s 
eyes. The original plan suggests another and this suggests 
third. The play free between two minds. The outcomes are 
explored, weighed, criticized, selected, and coalesced. When the 
conference ended the initial idea has been expanded, analyzed, 
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improved, and, discarded, better one evolved. Such con- 
ference joy those whose obligation map out lines 
action. 

The difference between the man who says “But” and the 
one who says “That fine idea” difference attitude 
toward life. The former pulls back, criticizes, and withdraws 
all his points contact with reality. belittles his think- 
ing what other men advance. does not listen. The latter 
generously grants initial acceptance new idea, listens its 
exposition, expands it, watches grow, criticizes it, and adopts 
stands the test thought. 

The most serious impediment concerted action lies the 
lack generosity and judgment grant that the man who 
advances new idea ordinarily intelligent man who has 
some reasonable basis for his idea, however bizarre may 
appear. Granting that assumption, one the way learning 
much from many people and proceeding wiser action than 
could achieved unassisted inner thought. 


New Magazines 


The purpose the Journal Negro Education “to 
stimulate the collection, and facilitate the dissemination, 
facts about the education Negroes; present discus- 
sions involving critical appraisals the proposals and practices 
relating the education Negroes; and stimulate 
and sponsor investigation problems incident the education 
Negroes.” The Journal edited and published Howard 
University under the sponsorship the members the Col- 
lege Education faculty; Charles Thompson editor. 

School Management has red cover and upon appear 
photograph, list the leading articles, and scrap self- 
advertising. Since its size slightly more than inches, 
the reader knows that care and good management were needed 
for such thrifty use the red cover. The same policy has 
governed the choice and arrangement the contents. Editor 
Clyde Miller, the Bureau Educational Service, Teach- 
ers College, Columbia University, commended for the 
unusual appearance this little magazine, and the surprising 
variety information contained its brief articles. 


READINGS 


Education the Colleges Ohio,” School and Society, XXXV (April 
1932), pp. 466-68. 

The recognition home and family situations composing environ- 
ment which highly influential developing the child makes clear the need 
parental education for effective contacts with children. This report con- 
cerns what being done Ohio colleges this field, pointing out that, 
although the colleges are sympathy with parental education, very little 
being done outside Ohio State University, Cleveland College, and the 
University Cincinnati. those schools there are definitely developed 
programs parental education. 

examination college and university catalogues indicated that many 
give information acceptance individuals who cannot meet college 
entrance requirements special students. the other hand, many colleges 
offer courses such psychology and home economics which are fundamental 
the field parental education, others offer courses which are more specific, 
such child care and training and home management. will only 


question time until the importance this type education will fully 
recognized. 


Tribute Edgar Fahs Smith,” Journal Chemical Education, 
(April, 1932), 607. 

This issue memorial number Edgar Fahs Smith, chemist, teacher 
chemists and teachers, friend, and inspirer all with whom came 
Containing intimate sketch Smith’s life and interesting 
history chemical education America, provides materials which teachers 
may use for enriching the biographical and historical aspects chemistry. 
There has been dearth such materials chemistry, but, through the 
efforts the Division Chemical Education the American Chemical 
Society, adequate supply such materials being made available for use 
chemistry courses high school and college. these facts are most 
helpful chemistry teachers, methods for using these materials effectively 


and evidence values attained through their use now need 
studied. 


ALEXANDER, CARTER, AND OTHERS. “Finance and Business Administration 
(Review References from 1923 November, 1931),” Review Edu- 
cational Research, (April, 1932), pp. 

This the first comprehensive review research school finance and 
business management since 1924. Four hundred forty-nine studies are 
summarized under the following headings: Public School Accounting, Public 
School Budget, Revenues and Taxation, Public Relations, Research and Survey 
Techniques, Finance and Business Management Institutions Higher 
Education, Fiscal Control and Text Books Business Management, Financial 
Economics Business Management, and State and Federal Aid. 
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This issue will not only invaluable reference source for students 
educational finance but for all school administrators. Never was there time 
when financial problems were acute and research needed guide 
their intelligent solution. 


“Practices and Research Handicraft Instruction,” New Era, XIII (April, 
1932), pp. 97-127. 

this issue are presented accounts experiments and procedures 
crafts teaching schools several countries, covering work Austria, Brus- 
sels, Vienna, the United States, and England. Among the authors are Robert 
Mockel, Ovide Decroly, Peter Sandiford, John Tansley, and Miss 
Pierce the Park School Cleveland. People looking for information and 
suggestions the place handicraft teaching should get considerable 
help from this entire issue. 


“Problems Treated Surveys Secondary Schools,” 
Junior-Senior High School Clearing House, (April, 1932), pp. 
basis for this article analysis was made nine recent progressive 
city school surveys ascertain the problems secondary education treated 
and the frequency each. Thirty-four separate problems are included, none 
which, however, are studied all these surveys. Those the greatest 
frequency were: How well the pupils achieve? the program studies 
organized meet the needs all pupils? Are educational guidance and 
vocational guidance provided pupils? Each these problems then discussed 
terms the data collected their study. The material this article will 
prove very helpful principals interested checking their own schools. 


“Reading Ability High-School Students,” 
Journal (High School Edition), (April, 1932), pp. 

interesting account means raising reading age described 
this article which relates experiment with students the first semester 
eleventh-grade English. The median intelligence quotient was 100 
Form the Terman Group Intelligence Test, and the median score 
Form the Nelson Denney Reading Test was 56, slightly over the eighth- 
grade standing. 

Intensive training was given all these pupils three days week for 
month. More than two-year gain reading ability took place this time. 
Individual conferences were also held for children who had marked habits 
such reading whisper with moving lips. 


L., THELMA Gwinn. “The 1931 
chological Examination,” Educational Record, (April, 1932), pp. 
121-36. 

Every year Drs. and Thelma Gwinn Thurstone report the results 
the American Council Education Psychological Examination given 
the preceding fall several hundred colleges many thousand students. 
This article reports the results the 1931 edition given 377 institutions 
165,341 students. The report includes the names 152 the colleges 
given the test together with the number students each institution and 
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their median gross scores. also includes detailed study the results 
the various parts the test and includes discussion the comparison the 
1931 edition with previous editions. 


“Types Memory Language Study,” Modern 
Language Journal, (April, 1932), pp. 3-90. 

Modern-language teachers have been interested in, but few them 
equipped discuss, the psychology language teaching. Professor Hagboldt, 
the University Chicago, for the past few years has been making 
thorough study the psychology learning general, and the psychology 
memory particular they relate the learning languages. The present 
article brings the language teacher the results his investigations. His 
footnotes, all them from psychological writings, testify the thoroughness 
his study which has resulted the following conclusions: 


seems obvious also that young children the early grades, where they read and write 
with difficulty, will profit more auditory presentation language than audi- 
tory-visual presentation. the latter case, they would made face two difficulties 
the same time, that reading and that overcoming the difficulties inherent the 
sounds and meanings the foreign words and sentences, Visual stimuli printed 


words and sentences can helpful only proportion the child’s ability read and 
understand. 


The class method is, ideally speaking, best possible procedure which should not 
changed for the sake few students with extreme, one-sided types memory. The 
fastest learner should permitted speed the slow one, but the slow one must never 
allowed delay the progress the whole class. Moreover, generally believed 
that all aspects memory can modified training, and that all its functions are, 
therefore, capable improvement. 


LAWRENCE, AND BovEE, ARTHUR 
“Vocational Opportunities for Students Foreign Languages,” Mod- 
ern Language Journal, (April, 1932), pp. 

1930 the National Federation Modern Language Teachers author- 
ized survey vocational opportunities for high-school and college language 
students who did not look forward teaching careers. This article the 
report that committee. almost forty pages long and includes sixty occu- 
pations which language training may used. The information included 
the report was gathered consulting with vocational advisers and with the 
assistance many experts, personnel directors, employment agencies, em- 
ployers, and employees. Language teachers and vocational counselors will find 
this discussion the most thorough that has yet been published this field. 


“Techniques for Testing Word Meaning Knowledge,” 
Elementary English Review, (April, 1932), pp. 

Little known the present time about words which have meaning 
children the various age grade During the past twenty years the 
search for techniques which will measure comprehension the fields 
spelling, and oral and written language has come occupy im- 
portant place among experimental projects. wide variety procedures 
has been developed and used with some measure success. Some these 
are the “unaided recall,” the checking test, using words sentences illus- 
trate their meaning, the synonym test, the matching test, the classification test, 


time 
in 
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the multiple-choice test, the synonym-anonym test, and many others. There 
seems one best technique for determining word meaning knowledge 
and 


appraisal the studies using the various techniques would lead the con- 
clusion that with our present measuring instruments there little hope accurately 
determining the extent the quality the vocabulary individual. Any marked 
success measuring the word meaning knowledge individual pupil must involve 
either the distinct improvement the measuring instruments now available, the 
development new and more accurate testing procedures. 


“Is the Junior High School Making Good?” 
High School Clearing House, (April, 1932), pp. 

effort made here appraise the junior high school the time its 
coming age, and the study centered about the curriculum changes which 
have accompanied the introduction junior high schools. Comparisons are 
made the program studies offered Grades VII and VIII non-junior 
high schools with those found junior high schools large cities. study 
the required and elective courses each the grades fifty-nine junior 
high schools rural communities, reported also. 

The writer concludes, “It has made good record for itself having 
been chiefly responsible for enrichment the program study, particularly 
for grades and 8.” 


and Silent Reading,” Peabody Journal Education, (March, 1932), 

The good silent reader usually good oral reader, and children with 
higher mental ages are the best readers, but increase intellect does not 
cause child excel either oral silent reading the discredit the 
other type reading. This investigator also found the poorest readers 
one- and two-teacher schools, the second poorest three- and four-teacher 
schools, the average the small-town schools, the second best large-city 
schools, and the best readers were found college training school. While 
comprehension oral and silent reading varies with the individual, the 
greater number comprehend better when reading silently. review all 
factors involved this study emphasizes the importance training child 
read silently. 


Books Read 


Tests and Measurements for Teachers. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 1931. pp. 

Here new textbook educational tests and measurements which 
the author develops the concepts measurement view the teachers’ 
needs. also attempts the difficult task presenting treatise the con- 
struction and use examinations for teachers and school officials who have 
had training educational statistics experimental psychology. 
practically impossible construct use tests intelligently without some 
understanding important statistical relations and experimental psychology. 
Nevertheless, the attempt write such book has resulted clear and 
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simple treatment which will not only valuable for teachers but for research 
workers well. 

The author presents idea often neglected, that tests and measurements 
included other techniques addition paper-and-pencil examinations, but 
unfortunately does not develop any detail the procedures for constructing 
valid examinations which are not factual forms paper-and-pencil tests. 
does not make clear the teacher the ways which the examination items 
can derived directly from the objectives the subject, but does empha- 
size the necessity for examinations which are appropriate for the particular 
objectives. The book divided into three parts, measurement and measure- 
ment technique; using the results testing; construction, selection, adminis- 
tration, and interpretation tests. These topics have customarily been treated 
two three separate volumes. Developing them one volume results 
brief and sometimes sketchy treatment, but gives greater unity the func- 
tion measurement. The book also suggests the possibilities unified 
treatment measurement from the point view the curriculum, educa- 
and statistics. This unity essential intelligent 
development measurements integral part the processes education. 


The Measurement Interests. New York: Henry Holt 
and Company, 1931. 488 pp. 

This book presents excellent summary work done the evaluation 
and measurement interests. takes detail the various techniques that 
have been used the investigation interests, discusses the strong and weak 
points each technique, and most cases critically presents typical results 
obtained. The research the field interests has previously been presented 
isolated bits appearing number different journals; this book is, 
therefore, both timely and valuable, because brings together these scattered 
materials, interpreting them the same time their significance and 
usefulness. All types interests—vocational, play, educational, social—are 
considered. Special attention given the important issues the perma- 
nency interests, which tacitly assumed when one uses any questionnaire, 
rating scale, test basis for guidance, and the actual validity the 
rating and measuring instruments which have been devised. any- 
one planning work along relevant lines this book should prove 
indispensable. 


Platoon School America, Stanford University, 

California: Stanford University Press, 1931. pp. 

According the author, the platoon school only step the right 
direction,” and draws his reasons from study platoon-school organiza- 
tions throughout the United States and from the philosophy Dewey. The 
platoon school neither method teaching nor type curriculum 
reconstruction, but form organization, organization which lends 
the newer teaching methods and the newer theories curriculum 

the first chapter given clear discussion the underlying theory 
the platoon school. The efficient use the school plant and the economy 
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equipment and supplies are not the primary reasons for the platoon 
The primary considerations should program keeping with child nature, 
training citizenship, and spirit experimentation. 

The historical development, the platoon-school plant, the teaching staff, 
the library, the auditorium, correlation projects, administrative problems, and 
comparative costs are some the problems discussed. The chief criticism 
this volume that the author does not give any solution some the vexing 
problems this organization. Neither does indicate what the next step 
the right direction will be. any 

Price 


Lippincott, 1931. 157 pp. 

This study aims present the factors which influence and govern the 
selection textbooks. Data were secured from the state statutes and city 
charters, from the rules and regulations boards education, from the poli- 
cies and practices publishers, from the reactions publishers’ managers 
and representatives, from the current literature the subject, and from the 
practices commonly followed city school systems. inquiry blank was 
sent publishers and superintendents schools, 

The results are written interesting and readable fashion. 
learn how the publishers get their manuscripts, methods used revise them, 
the reaction superintendents schools the publishers’ representative, 
what superintendents think score cards for textbooks, and other important 
considerations textbook selection, Excellent summaries are presented 
the end each chapter, and selected bibliography about one hundred 
titles appended. 


Norton, Teaching School Music. Los Angeles, California: 
Crawford, 1932. 248 pp. 

Teachers and supervisors music are learning newer educational pro- 
cedures and are often doubt how apply them music teaching. 
ing School Music contains evaluation older methods and discussion 
such current topics adjustment individual differences, the activity pro- 
gram, and creative teaching. 

There scholarly discussion part singing, experience preceding nota- 
tion, presentation notation, and note reading. These topics are vital all 
music educators who are attempting determine new standards achieve- 
ment and objectives. Thinking teachers may not agree with the discussion 
the relative merits various methods and procedures, but all will find here 
challenging and thought-provoking statements. The book can effectively 
used music-education classes and valuable source for reference field 
not too filled with reliable information. 

LEEDER 


Iris Crow, JanE Home Room Activities. New York: 
Professional and Technical Press, 1930. pp. 
This book unusual treatment some the problems organization 
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the home room and suggestions for the home-room programs. has 
unusual appendix some seventy pages involving materials real worth 
the home-room teacher. Some the items covered the appendixes are 
constitutions, honor organizations, clubs, list one-act plays, and com- 
prehensive bibliography these fields. This annotated bibliography unusu- 
ally fine and offers sufficient justification for the book. Perhaps teacher 
would care use the materials the book just they are presented. This 
condemnation the work. quite fruitful suggestions offered, and 
has abundance material from which the teacher may get ideas things 
all seasons and all occasions during the year. 

the opinion the reviewer this book has legitimate place the 
library any elementary high school. 

Wyman 


DeKoven. Introversion and Extroversion the High 
School. Boston: Richard Badger, 1930. 224 pp. 

The author this book presents carefully worked out summary the 
history the concept first devised Jung. 
review related literature which added useful. For the general reader, 
would perhaps not have been necessary for the author into quite such 
detail about his procedure, statistical and otherwise, developing his tests 
for introversion and extroversion high-school pupils. The inclusion 
this material such length gives the impression academic dissertation, 
rather than book intended for the school workers who will refer it. 

The conclusions reached the book are: that high school have 
about the same distribution introvert-extrovert traits are found the 
general population; that age differences show some variation test findings, 
especially within the ages that important sex differences exist; that 
there definite relationship between results this test and marks the 
various school subjects; relationship appeared between introversion-extro- 
version and either the number siblings membership social organiza- 
tion; students popular with their classmates are shown definitely the 
extrovert type. 

The author points out number topics for further investigation 
this field. 


New York: Smith, 1931. pp. 

Effective Study Habits. New York: Century Company, 
1931. pp. 

The Way New York: Allyn and 
Bacon, 1931. pp. 

First formal discipline and previous preparation subject-matter, then 
intelligence have had their day determinants academic achievement. 
turn the wheel brings back formal training but sense vitally different 
from the old the mind.” Methods work are now seen 
vital factors which are subject, with important limitations, improvement. 

The first two books reviewed show every point the authors’ scientific 
training and experience guiding college students greater efficiency. 
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Pressey and Ferguson give series crisp, definite rules with bare 
minimum explanation. Every rule important and every one frequently 
violated. word the wise doubtless sufficient; the many who are not 
wise need have competent guidance habituating themselves these 
sound regulations. 

Bird pains give the experimental bases his 
His book not intended primarily for “duffers,” but for any who are seriously 
desirous improving their study habits; The style not brilliant, but 
clear; and the substance excellent. The specific prescriptions tally well 
with those Pressey and Ferguson. Both books represent distinct advance 
over the more theoretical “how study” books decade ago. 

Unfortunately, the same does not seem true the third book. 
Even though addressed high-school pupils, there seems excuse for 
framing the psychology definitely terms faculties. not object 
personifying will power policeman; object “explaining” our ability 
things terms will power all. this merely made harder 
teach sound psychology, perhaps should accept our lot. But con- 
tributes also the habit, too fatally easy, anyhow, think that when 
have found name phenomenon have found its cause. The book 
contains some good suggestions for study particular fields and doubtless 
better than nothing. But better books can and have been written 
this field. 


The Excitement Teaching. New York: Horace 

This the third volume the Kappa Delta Lecture Series, which 
was preceded volumes containing lectures John Dewey and Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher. This interesting essay, delightfully written the 
author the “As You Like It” column which appears monthly 


City Family Adjustments. Course Study for Senior 
High School Boys. Long Beach, California: Long Beach City Schools, 1932. 
126 pp. 

This course study worthy mention because one the first 
courses its kind prepared high-school faculty and offered 
high schools. The course organized around thirty-six exercises containing 
questions and discussions for study and appropriate references for reading. 
The bulletin contains teacher’s supplement and account the research 
which was carried preparing the valuable document. 


- 
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NEW TESTS 


nearly seven years the Minnesota Rating Scale for 

Home Economics Teachers has been use the middle 
west teachers home-economics education colleges and 
universities and state supervisors home economics and 
superintendents. During this period data have been collected 
with reference the value and use the scale. analysis 
these results has recently been published bulletin entitled 
Evaluation the Minnesota Rating Scale for Home Eco- 
nomics 

The traits the scale had been originally selected the 
basis the judgment many teachers and supervisors. The 
application the scale large number student teachers 
has given results which make possible get certain other 
evidences validity. The author chose the total scale rating 
the best criterion validity and eliminated from the scale those 
items which did not give reasonably high correlation with the 
total rating. Obviously, this procedure gives more homo- 
geneous scale, but some question might raised the 
adequacy this criterion validity. can said, however, 
that the revised rating scale more consistent than the old one 
and somewhat shorter. 

Miss Brown finds that the scale has reliability coefficient 
.95 measured correlating re-ratings with original ratings. 
She also notes that the “halo” effect this scale less than 
found most rating scales. The total scale ratings correlate 
closely with marks given student teaching, but the relation- 
ships intelligence-test rankings average college marks and 
marks special methods courses are all low. The rating 
scale was used critic teachers during the training period and 
also superintendents and supervisors after the teacher was 
employed. Unfortunately, the critic teacher’s rating did not 
prove good predictor the supervisor’s rating, and 
was even less predictive the superintendent’s rating. Hence, 
the scale ratings not serve accurate indexes the teacher’s 
probable success the judgment the supervisors and the 


Clara Evaluation the Minnesota Rating Scale for Home Eco- 
nomics Teachers. Minneapolis, Minnesota: University Minnesota Press, 1921. pp. 
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superintendent. Undoubtedly, however, the scale will prove 
value helping teachers diagnose their outstanding personal 
qualities and providing rating for teacher placement. 


Stanford Test English for Junior Colleges has 
recently been prepared Eells and David Segel 
and published the Stanford University Press, Stanford 
University, California. This scale was designed general 
achievement test for students who have had one four semes- 
ters English junior colleges. The test highly reliable, 
but the reviewer less certain its validity examination 
for college English courses generally. The relative emphasis 
given different objectives English instruction vary from 
institution institution. Hence, important that exami- 
nation which widely used provide valid measure 
the student’s attainment each these objectives separately 
that the instructor given institution may determine the 
achievement his students with reference each objective 
turn. wishes get composite score, may then weight 
each part accordance with the emphasis placed upon that 
objective. This gives him opportunity use carefully 
constructed examination even though the goals English in- 
struction his institution are varied from the conventional 
program. This also gives him chance discover not only that 
his students have done better worse than others who have 
taken the examination, but what respects their achievement 
relatively superior inferior. 

The Stanford Test contains indication the objectives 
measured nor are there separate norms for each type 
English achievement which the instructor might interpret 
the results more helpfully. There only one form the test, 
which makes less valuable measuring progress. The test 
will probably limited its use survey purposes where 
rough index English achievement desired. 
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Books Received but Not Reviewed 


Each book marked the asterisk (*) has been kept long the person 
who promised review that listed here without waiting for the review. 


Harner, Factors Related Sunday School Growth and Decline the Eastern 
Synod the Reformed Church the United States. New York: Columbia University, 
pp. 
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English. New York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 1930. 
(Teachers College, Columbia University, Contributions Education, No. 433) 
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Hunnicutt, H., and Reid, The Story Agricultural Missions. New York: 
Missionary Education Movement, 1931. 180 pp. 

Hunting, Harold Bruce. The Adventures Mr. Friend. New York: Missionary Edu- 
cation Movement, 1931. pp. 

May, and McCague, Anna. Teaching the Use Books and Libraries. New 
York: Wilson Company, 1930. 198 pp. 
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663 pp. 
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Macmillan Company, 245 pp. 
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